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Statement on the Agreement for
Redress to Victims of Nazi Slave
and Forced Labor
June 12, 2000

I am very pleased that a major hurdle to
agreement on the historic German initiative
dealing with wrongs arising from World War
II has now been overcome. I am pleased to
announce that there is now agreement on the
mechanism for providing enduring and all-
encompassing legal peace for German com-
panies. This is an important day for those
victims of Nazi-era wrongs who have waited
50 years for justice. It is also an important
day for Chancellor Schroeder and German
companies. They have shown remarkable
leadership in trying to rectify the wrongs
committed during the Nazi era.

I hope the German Parliament, whose
leaders have been involved in these negotia-
tions, will be able to complete their work on
legislation expeditiously so that payments to
the victims can begin this year.

German-American relations are based on
our common commitment to human dignity
coming from a shared history of democracy
for over 50 years. This unique German initia-
tive, reaching out to victims of the 20th cen-
tury’s most horrible tragedy, will convey dra-
matically to the entire world Germany’s com-
mitment to justice and human rights. Our
countries are entering the new millennium
together determined to protect the inviola-
bility of human dignity.

Remarks Honoring Senator
Christopher J. Dodd
June 12, 2000

Thank you very much, Rosa. I want to
thank you and Stan for your friendship, and
I want to thank you for being graceful
enough not to say that in 1980, when Chris
Dodd got elected, I became the youngest ex-
Governor in the history of America. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to thank Chris and Jackie for trust-
ing me to get up here at the podium tonight.
And Senator Daschle and Senator
Lieberman, thank you for what you said and
for your friendship. Boy, ol’ Bob Dole was

great, wasn’t he? [Laughter] He owes me a
lot, Bob Dole does. [Laughter] I mean, if
it weren’t for me, he’d be just like all us gray-
haired 50-year-olds, he’d have to pay for his
Viagra. [Laughter] We’ve had a lot of fun,
Senator Dole and I have, in the last 31⁄2 years.
And we had a little fun before. But I appre-
ciate his coming tonight.

And I want to thank Father Fluet for his
prayer and his remarks, quoting that wonder-
ful chapter from Matthew. It so captures the
political philosophy of Chris Dodd. He did
ask me, he said, ‘‘You know, Mr. President,
they say I only have 3 minutes, and I need
more than 3 minutes. Can I have more than
3 minutes?’’ I said, ‘‘You’re Chris Dodd’s
priest. If I could do it, I’d make you a car-
dinal’’. I said, ‘‘Take whatever you want.’’
[Laughter]

It’s an amazing crowd of people here to-
night and not all of them want to be Vice
President. [Laughter] But a lot do. I just
want to say, this really says something about
Chris Dodd. In addition to Senator
Lieberman and Senator Daschle and Rep-
resentative DeLauro here, we either have
now, or we have had—because some of them
had to leave and go vote—listen to this: Sen-
ator Lautenberg from New Jersey; Senator
Reed from Rhode Island; Senator Reid from
Nevada; Senator Akaka from Hawaii; Senator
Wellstone from Minnesota; Representatives
Larson, Maloney, and Gejdenson, obviously
from Connecticut; Representative Pelosi
from California, who just came in; Rep-
resentative Chet Edwards from Texas; Rep-
resentative Sherrod Brown from Ohio. Those
are just the ones I saw.

Now, what does that tell you? They want
Chris Dodd’s contributor list. [Laughter]

I want to say a couple of things very briefly.
First, I would like to associate myself with
every good thing that’s been said about Chris
Dodd tonight. I want to thank, on behalf of
myself and Hillary, Chris and Jackie, for
being such good friends, for the private time
we’ve spent together—time playing golf,
time just having dinner, time talking about
our family, our friends, our dreams.

I want to thank Chris Dodd for making
it possible for the first bill I signed as Presi-
dent, over 7 years ago now, to be the family
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and medical leave law. He introduced me to-
night to the woman who, with her child, in-
spired that law in his mind and heart. I like
a person who believes politics is about flesh
and blood, people and how they live, their
hopes, their dreams, what they try to make
of themselves and their children.

And you may remember that the Demo-
crats had passed that law in the previous ad-
ministration, and it had been vetoed. And I
promised and made it an issue in the ’92 cam-
paign. I said, ‘‘I want to sign this bill. I want
it to be the first bill I sign.’’ And I listened
to all that whining about how, you know, this
is going to be a terrible burden on small busi-
ness, and we were going to bankrupt the
economy, and how awful it would be.

And 71⁄2 years later, and 22-plus million
jobs later, we’ve set records for small busi-
ness formation in every year, and over 20 mil-
lion of our fellow citizens—over 20 million—
have been able to take a little time off when
a baby was born or a parent was sick, thanks
to the fact that Chris Dodd didn’t give up
in the face of a veto, an opposition, and all
that rhetoric. It changed America.

And I believe that one of the things we
ought to be doing with our prosperity now
is building on the work he did with the child
care tax credit and the family and medical
leave law, because the idea behind it is a very
simple but powerful one, which is that we
ought not to ever ask an American to choose
between succeeding at work and succeeding
at the most important work of all in life, rais-
ing your children. Thank you, Chris, for giv-
ing us that—[inaudible].

I want to thank Secretary Daley and Sec-
retary Richardson for coming. I don’t know
if they want to be Vice President or if they
just want Chris to take care of them after
the next election. [Laughter] But they love
you, too.

I want to thank you for agreeing to become
chairman of the Democratic Party after the
Republicans won the Congress in ’94, and
everyone said we were dead, that we, generi-
cally, and me, specifically, and you didn’t be-
lieve it. And you went around and gave hope
and cheer and energy and fight and courage
to people when all the pundits said we were
history. I thank you for that. A lot of good

things have happened in this country in the
last 4 years because of what you did.

And lastly, I think someone ought to re-
mark more explicitly on one of the reasons
for your remarkable blend of quality. You are
to the very core of your being—and notwith-
standing the fact that you know more about
Latin America than anybody in the Con-
gress—completely, irrevocably, Irish.
[Laughter] Now, as an apostate Irish Protes-
tant, whose people come from Fermanagh,
just across the Republic’s border into North-
ern Ireland, it has been my great good for-
tune to involve the United States in the Irish
peace process.

You will never know how many times
along—[applause]—thank you. You will
never know how many times along the way,
including sometimes calling me from the
west of Ireland, where he has a place, at all
hours of the day or night, Chris Dodd and
I have talked about Ireland—all the things
we have said in good times and sometimes
the unprintable things we said in the difficult
times; how many times I’ve called him just
to sort of check, just to make sure I had it
right, that I wasn’t misreading the tea leaves
and the incredible, emotional complexity of
Irish politics.

I say that because any Irish person with
any sense knows that the only things that
count in life are affairs of the heart and that
if you’re blessed by God with a pretty good
mind, it’s only supposed to be used to have
a better understanding of the human heart
and what counts.

So for all your gifts, my friend, for all the
things you’ve learned in life with its ups and
downs, the thing which brings you to this
night with your optimism intact, with your
energy still high, with your wonderful wife,
and this legion of friends, is that in the very
best sense you were faithful to the idea of
the Irish. You have followed your heart, and
the world is a better place, and your friends
are all richer. We love you very much, and
we thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 10
p.m. in the Ballroom at the Mayflower Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to Representative Rosa
L. DeLauro, who introduced the President; Rep-
resentative DeLauro’s husband, Stan; Senator
Dodd’s wife, Jackie Marie Clegg; former Senator
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Bob Dole; and Father Gregoir Fluet, who gave
the invocation. The evening’s program was enti-
tled, ‘‘A Salute to 25 Years of Service—An Anni-
versary Gala Honoring Senator Christopher J.
Dodd.’’

Remarks on Medicare Prescription
Drug Coverage
June 13, 2000

Well, Ruth, this is the most laughs we’ve
had in this room in a long time. [Laughter]
You can come back tomorrow and the next
day and the next day. [Laughter]

She made the trip all the way from Idaho
here. She had bad weather in Chicago last
night. This is hard. She went to a lot of trou-
ble to come here. Let’s give her another
hand. Let’s thank her very much. [Applause]

I want to thank Secretary Shalala for her
work on this. And Congressman Strickland,
thank you, sir. And I especially want to thank
Senator Max Baucus who has been on this
issue of the particular impact of the prescrip-
tion drug problem on rural seniors for a very
long time now.

I’d also like to introduce the other Mem-
bers of Congress who are here from rural
America: Behind me, Congressman John
Baldacci from Maine; Congressman Marion
Berry from Arkansas; Congressman Leonard
Boswell from Iowa; Congressman Chris John
from Louisiana; Representative Paul
Kanjorski from Pennsylvania; Representative
David Minge from Minnesota; Representa-
tive Ciro Rodriguez from Texas; Representa-
tive John Tanner from Tennessee; Rep-
resentative Jim Turner from Texas; and Rep-
resentative Bud Cramer from Alabama. I
think that’s everybody. Let’s give them a
hand. They’re all on our side. [Applause]

Patients’ Bill of Rights
We’re involved in two or three great health

care issues here in this millennial year, and
I want to talk about, obviously, the one that
we came to talk about, but there was a very
important decision yesterday by the Supreme
Court on HMO’s that I would like to just
mention briefly.

We—those of us that have been pushing
a strong Patients’ Bill of Rights—believe
Americans should have the right, even if

they’re in HMO’s, to see a specialist, to go
to the nearest emergency room, to maintain
continuity of care if they change jobs—if
they’re in a cancer treatment, for example,
or in the process of having a baby—and they
have a right to hold their health plans ac-
countable.

But yesterday the Supreme Court—I’ve
got this headline here that’s in all the pa-
pers—‘‘HMO Ruling Passes Debate Back to
Congress.’’ The Supreme Court ruled yester-
day, I believe unanimously, what we all knew,
which is that only Congress can provide to
the American people in HMO’s a com-
prehensive Patients’ Bill of Rights.

Now, we’ve been fighting this battle a long
time. And there’s, obviously, I think—there’s
a clear majority in the House for a good bill,
and we failed by only one vote in the Senate
this week. We think there’s a majority there,
if we can ever get a clean shot. So we’re going
to keep working. But I just want to empha-
size, the Supreme Court now has removed
any doubt that this can be handled anywhere
but Congress.

Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage
Now, the same is true about dealing with

this prescription drug issue. They have be-
come an indispensable part of modern medi-
cine. But more than three in five seniors in
America on Medicare now lack dependable
insurance coverage for the drugs that could
lengthen and enrich their lives. And as the
report we’re releasing today shows, the situa-
tion of rural seniors is even worse.

Now, you heard Ruth talk about her situa-
tion. We know that rural seniors have a hard-
er time getting to a doctor or a pharmacy.
They’re just further away. We know they’re
much less likely to have HMO’s or other in-
surers willing to offer reasonably priced cov-
erage; they don’t have economies of scale.
Yet, more often they are in poor health and
in need of prescription drugs than their
urban and suburban counterparts.

As a result, rural seniors and rural people
with disabilities spend 25 percent more out-
of-pocket for the prescriptions they need.
They are 60 percent more likely not to get
those drugs at all. You remember what Ruth
said, that she knew people who could not
afford to fill the prescriptions their doctors
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